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Tell us about yourselves  
Since 1982 The Conservation Foundation has been supporting communities to take positive, 
practical environmental action. Since 2009 this has included The Great British Elm 
Experiment (GBEE), which follows on from over 30 years of experience researching Dutch 
elm disease. GBEE is working with schools, community groups in the UK, and researchers 
across Europe, to unlock the mystery of why some elms survived Dutch elm disease and 
inspire the next generation in the importance of our elms for biodiversity, our landscape and 
culture. 
 
Tell us about the Funds  
Has the project we helped to fund been completed? If so, how is it maintained? 
GBEE is a long-term project, but the Nineveh Charitable Trust’s funding of the seminar to 
support ongoing research work to find disease-resistant elms suitable for the British 
countryside has been completed. 
 
The seminar took place in Kent in June 2016 and included researchers from across the UK, 
as well as notable contributions from the Netherlands, Italy and Spain. Following the seminar 
conversations have continued to build on its outcomes, such as updating results of elm 
cultivar trials, and instigating small-scale UK trails for specific species. 
 
Proceedings from the seminar have been archived online at 
www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/2016-elm-conference 
 
If not completed yet, why not? Are plans in place to finalise the project? 
N/A 
 
Did the funds provided by us prove adequate, or was there an over- or under-spend? 
The funds were adequate for the seminar, including its organisation. Some small costs (e.g. 
transport for a field visit from the seminar location to a nearby trial site) were covered by the 
venue. 
 
How were any surplus funds used, or was further funding made available?  
N/A 
 
Tell us about the project  
Has the project been successful and well received by the beneficiaries? 
The seminar was attended by all those invited, with agreement that it was worthwhile and a 
rare opportunity to meet face to face to share results and discuss the ongoing research. 
Much of the elm research is taking place in isolation for its own specific reasons (e.g. one 
trial is specifically for butterfly conservation, whilst another is specifically for street tree 
plantings), so discussing overlaps was particularly useful. 
 
Are you satisfied with the outcome, or, with hindsight, would some modifications 
have been appropriate?  
The project met its original outcome, but the involvement of wider organisations and 
government agencies (e.g. Forest Research) would have drawn in more expertise, and 
helped to link isolated elm research to national projects. 
 
Was funding for this project made available from any other sources?  
 
Although the wider GBEE project has a range of funding sources, for the seminar only the 
Nineveh Charitable Trust’s funding was available. However in-kind contributions by the 
venue did contribute to the project. 
 
 



FIELD VISIT DURING THE SEMINAR TO 
AN ELM TRIAL SITE 


